
 

   

Monthly Director’s Report, November 2020 
Parks and Recreation 
 
Current Events 
The Senior Cards and Coffee program at the Pere Marquette District Library resumed and is 
taking place in the lower level of the library to allow for more space between players.  

 
Past Programs/Events 
Halloween events had to be modified due to the COVID-19 restrictions and because of this we did not 
hold our annual Spook-Tacular event, instead Halloween consisted of the Pumpkin Run at the Emerald 
Isle Recreation Complex and then from 12-2 p.m. there was a Tract-or-Treat. The Pumpkin Run went 
great with a new route for runners/walkers (vs our normal Pere Marquette Rail-Trail 5K). There was 
positive feedback from the participants of the run/walk after the event and they liked having a change 
in location. There were over 40 participants and trophies were given out to the top walkers and to the 
top three runners in each category (12 and under male and female and 13 and over male and female). 
Clare Cash was given out to the top 5 costume contest winners, the winners received $50 – 1st place, 
$40 – 2nd place, $30 – 3rd place, $20 – 4th place, $10 – 5th place. Simmer worked with Farm Bureau 
Insurance Company to set up the Tract-or-Treat event. The farmers handed out candy, pumpkins, 
apples, cheese sticks, etc… K. Denton of Clare Family Fitness ran and obstacle course with assistance 
from Simmer, Dill, and a couple other volunteers, during the event. 
 
Upcoming Programs/Events 
Our annual Time for Tea event will not be taking place this year due to the current restrictions in place 
for indoor gatherings. We are hopeful that we will be able to continue with the program next fall.  
 
Christmas Fest will take place on December 12, 2020 and Simmer has been meeting with the Chamber 
to help organize the event. Simmer booked the carriage ride, Santa, and reindeer last year after the 
event, the Chamber just needs to verify the information with them and that they are still available on 
the pre-scheduled date.  
 
The Cookie Sale Fundraiser will take place again this year during the Clare Christmas Festival on 
December 12, 2020 at the Clare Historic Depot. Cookie plating will take place at the Depot on 
December 11th, so we will need to make sure that we have the cookies dropped off on the 10th and by 
10 a.m. on the 11th. Cookies will be plated 18/plate and sold for $5/plate during the Clare Christmas 
Festival, starting at 10 a.m. until they are gone. Proceeds from this fundraiser will go towards the 
Emerald Isle Recreation Complex matching funds for project grants.  

 
North Pole Calling will take place on Monday, December 7, 2020 between 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.  During this 
program Santa Claus will take a small break from his duties at the “North Pole” to contact the 
registered children. Mr. and Mrs. Claus will take a few moments to chat with them about life at the 
North Pole and getting ready for Christmas.   

 
Santa’s Mailbox will be placed back in the front entrance of City Hall for easy access and for afterhours 
drop offs from the children. Santa Mail provides a direct mailing service between residents of the Clare 



  

area and Santa Claus himself.  Children, who drop their letters in the box before December 7th, will 
receive a letter back from Santa!  
 
Emerald Isle Recreation Complex  
The US Fish and Wildlife Service is still working on a design throughout the butterfly garden area, 
awaiting further information from our USFWS representative. Simmer received an email with care 
instructions for the garden area and plant species to put on file.  

 
Simmer has been working with J. Myers from the CTE trades program. The materials list had been 
approved by CTE and the supply order was placed with Seiter Brothers. A majority of the supplies had 
been delivered to the Magnus Center, but the back ordered items were unable to be delivered until 
October 31, 2020. There was a halt in the project because of the delay in supplies, but it is now back 
underway and we are anticipating the completion of the gazebo and footbridge for the butterfly 
garden at the Emerald Isle Recreation Complex. Clare Rotary Club is sponsoring the gazebo and the 
footbridge is being paid for with funds from the WIN grant funding.  

 
Our local girl scout troop held a fundraiser for paint for the shipping container at the complex. Due to 
the delay in getting all the paint needed to paint the shipping container, the container will not have the 
base coat added until spring 2021 and the paint will stay at City Hall until that time. The design that will 
be painted onto the container will be approved by PRAB beforehand. 

 
The storage building construction was finally completed on November 9, 2020 and Potter and Simmer 
were given the keys to the building. Potter is checking with the concrete company to see if we can still 
get on the schedule for pouring yet this fall or if we will need to wait until spring. Once the concrete 
floor is in place, Simmer’s husband will construct the office and bring the office equipment that he 
obtained for the new office area.  

 
The new Skate and Bike Park equipment was delivered and installed on November 4, 2020. The added 
equipment consists of 2 - quarter pipes, bank ramps and a pump transition piece. The new sign that 
Simmer designed and ordered to replace the outdated one was picked up by the parks crew at the 
beginning of October and should be installed by November 11, 2020.  
 
Clare Parks and Recreation applied for the Emerald Isle Recreation Complex butterfly garden to be 
certified as a Monarch Waystation Habitat. Simmer received the certificate and signage on October 
29, 2020.  

 
Simmer is looking at quotes and funding to complete the playground area, build the two pavilions, and 
build a concession stand/bathroom.  
 
Grants/Fundraising Efforts 
Simmer closed out the Depot Grant Hibl obtained from the Community Foundation on 10/30/2020 
after getting the necessary information needed by Design Builders for the close-out.  

 
Simmer submitted a press release for the Clare Fire Department Safety Grant that Simmer wrote on 
behalf of CFD. The Clare County Community Foundation and MMR were invited to be in the photo for 
the press release.  



  

 
The owner of Buccilli’s offered to run a fundraiser for the complex. For every large pizza that was 
purchased Buccilli’s donated $1 to the complex, Simmer just needed to pick out a date. The Buccilli’s of 
Clare Pizza Fundraiser was advertised through social media and email and took place on Saturday, 
October 17, 2020. There were 428 pizzas sold and the owner sent an even $500 to go towards the 
complex fundraising and the money was put into account #742 at the Clare County Community 
Foundation  
 
The 2020 Recreation Passport Grant that was submitted to the MDNR to cover the cost of Poured in 
Place Safety Surfacing for the playground area at the Emerald Isle Recreation Complex has received a 
final score of 195/250. We were able to pick up points where applicable. The DNR has not released 
ranking for us to know where we sat in ranking for the project.  

 
The 5-Year Parks and Recreation Master Plan is set to expire in December of 2020. Simmer has been 
working on the research and updates that will be required for the 2021-2025 plans. A new parks and 
recreation survey is still available at City Hall and online for public input, and the results will be utilized 
within the 5-year plan. This plan is necessary in order to pre-qualify for the MDNR competitive grants.    

 
Additional Information 
On October 27, 2020 Simmer and Howard had a phone conference with MDOT representatives 
regarding the upcoming Pere Marquette Rail-Trail project. The trail timeline had to be revised 
due to the recent floods that took place within the Central Michigan area. The bid letting for 
the project has now been pushed back to August 2021, with the construction anticipated start 
for spring 2022.  
 
Simmer ran a couple of Facebook Social Media contests. One of them was people had to post a 
picture of them outside enjoying time at the Emerald Isle Recreation Complex for a chance to 
win a glow in the dark kids tent and the other was post pictures of selfies taken at each of the 
giant pumpkins and win a fire fishing pole (hotdog and marshmallow cooker). Winners were 
drawn and the prizes were claimed! 
 
 
 
 

 


